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smoothly from their ancient alliance with the British Crown
to the position of part of the structure of a unified state,
without loss of power, prestige, or income. In a few cases,
members of the Princely Order have moved up a peg or
two. It has even happened that a Maharajah has been
appointed the chief official of a union formed by the
amalgamation of contiguous small states, at the suggestion
of the Parliamentary Congress Party.
For others, an era has come to an end. Power limited
only by the watchfulness of a British Adviser has been
wrested from them. Many who had habitually squandered
like water the funds extracted from miserably-poor subjects
have seen their civil lists sliced. Their states, instead of
being fully independent units, have been either absorbed by
one of the provinces or merged with other states.
On paper, the integration of the states, which by the
beginning of 1949 had already affected all but some twenty
of them, will save a great deal of money. An official report
issued at that time estimated that some twenty million
rupees, roughly one and a half million sterling or six million
dollars, would be saved annually by cuts in the Privy
Purses of state rulers, excluding economies made in some
large and important areas. The excepted sections included
the thirty-five states of the Vindhya Pradesh grouping, the
prosperous Patiala, and East Punjab Union of States, and
the States of Baroda and Kolhapur.
Tn years to come, the hopefuls expect to save more money
still. Some of the rulers have been allowed to retain Privy
Purses of over a million rupees a year. Incomes of that
size are to come to an end with the lives of the present
holders of Princely titles. Their successors, as plans stand
at the moment, will be allowed to keep their dignities but
will have to maintain them on a lower standard.
It is undoubtedly wise and sound that the fantastic patch-
work quilt of the states should have been sorted out. In
ten years time it may help to make India a better place to